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I was recently listening to an online 
recording of last year’s Christmas 
concert from the WGBH website, 

“A Celtic Sojourn,” when the host recited 
one of my favorite poems, “When all the 
others were away at Mass” by Seamus Heaney. 
It is part of a series of sonnets that the poet 
dedicated to his mother. It is quite the lovely piece:

When all the others were away at Mass
I was all hers as we peeled potatoes.
They broke the silence, let fall one by one
Like solder weeping off the soldering iron:
Cold comforts set between us, things to share
Gleaming in a bucket of clean water.
And again let fall. Little pleasant splashes
From each other’s work would bring us to our senses.

So while the parish priest at her bedside
Went hammer and tongs at the prayers for the dying
And some were responding and some crying
I remembered her head bent towards my head,
Her breath in mine, our fluent dipping knives –
Never closer the whole rest of our lives.

Obviously it has had a particular place in my heart in the 
months since my mother’s death, bringing forth the warmth 
of memory and the sadness of loss. And that’s a good thing.

The poet Seamus Heaney received the Nobel Prize for 
Literature in 1995. In 2015, this poem was named Ireland’s 
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best-loved poem for the past 
century. In a magazine interview in 

1995, he spoke of the legacy of his 
Catholic upbringing.
“Catholicism has given me the 

right to joy. People talk about the effects 
of a Catholic upbringing in sociological 

terms — repression, guilt, prudery. What isn’t 
sufficiently acknowledged is the radiance of Catholicism. 
It gave everything in the world a meaning. It brought a 
tremendous sense of being, of the dimensions of reality, the 
shimmering edges of things. That never quite vanishes. The 
older I get, the more I remember the benediction of it all.”

One can take his words further and center them in the 
person who unites and establishes us in the Church: Jesus 
Christ. Christ’s coming among us as a human has given us 
the right to joy, a new meaning to the world, a tremendous 
sense of being in Him, and it has infused all of creation 
with the shimmering edges of grace. So in these days of 
Christmas, may the radiance of the birth of the child Jesus 
in the manger at Bethlehem be a continuing source of 
benediction for us all.

Happy Feast of the Holy Family and Merry Christmas.

Yours in Christ,

The Most Reverend Christopher J. Coyne            
Bishop of Burlington



02|26 WEDNESDAY
Ash Wednesday
Come to Mass and receive your ashes!

02|22 SATURDAY
Marriage Preparation Retreat
Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Parish Hall, 
Bennington • 10 am - 5:30 pm

Take a break from wedding preparation and spend time in 
prayer, sharing and fellowship with your fiance and other 
engaged couples. Lunch and materials will be provided. 

03|28 SATURDAY
Diocesan Catholic  
Men’s Conference
St. Anthony, White River Jct. • 9 am - 3:15 pm

Diocesan Catholic Men’s Conference featuring Guy Gruters

Black Elk’s cause for canonization and the author of “Black 
Elk: Colonialism and Lakota Catholicism.” 

01|22 WEDNESDAY
VCP Networking Breakfast
Pomerleau Alumni Center, St. Michael’s 
College, Colchester • 8 - 9:30 am

This free event will begin with networking and refreshments, 
followed by words from a professional development speaker, 
and followed by more networking and discussion. Our 
January guest speaker is Mike Smith — Interim president 
and CEO of the Vermont Information Technology Leaders, Inc 
/ Secretary, Vermont Agency of Human Services.

01|23-26 THURSDAY-SUNDAY
Life is Precious  
Washington D.C. Trip 2020
Trip will include Rally for Life with thousands 

of other teens, March for Life with hundreds of thousands, 
National Mall Museums, National Basilica and more! Cost: 
$175 — submit $50 non-refundable deposit by November 
1. Submit full deposit by January 1, 2020 (non-refundable 
after January 1).  

01|31, 02|01, 02 FRI, SAT, SUN
Discernment in Daily Life
Our Lady of Life Spiritual Center,  
St-Paul-d’Abbotsford, QC

Retreat for students and young professionals, 18-35 years 
old, with teaching given in French/English (simultaneous 
translation as needed) by a team of Our Lady of Life members.

02|01 SATURDAY
French Canadian Dinner
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, Richmond • 
5 - 7:00 pm

Delicious homemade traditional cuisine: pea soup, tourtiere 
(meat) pie, mashed potatoes, rolls, desserts, beverages. 
Cost: $12.

02|02 SUNDAY
World Marriage Day  
Anniversary Mass
St. Joseph Cathedral, Burlington • 10 - 11 am

Join us as we celebrate World Marriage Day by honoring  
in a special way those celebrating a milestone wedding 
anniversary. Mass with Bishop Christopher Coyne.

12|31 TUESDAY
Rosary New Year Celebration
Catholic Center at UVM, Burlington • 4 - 7 pm
Come and join for the New Year’s Evening 

celebration with Mary, the Queen of Peace, hosted by the 
Lady’s Blue Army Vermont. The Lady at Fatima requested that 
we pray the Rosary often for Peace, Hope, and Love. Mass 
will be celebrated at 4 pm. Light Procession and the Rosary 
begin at 5 pm. (The Fatima pilgrim statue will be at the 
Catholic Center from Dec. 28 to Jan. 4, 2020.)

01|01 WEDNESDAY
Solemnity of Mary,  
Mother of God
Holy Day of Obligation in the United States.

01|04 & 02|01 SATURDAY
Our Lady of Fatima Devotions
Holy Family, Essex Junction • 8 - 9:30 am
First Saturday of every month, come to Our 

Lady of Fatima Devotions. Rosary and reconciliation begin at 
8 am and Mass at 8:30.

01|12 SUNDAY
Burlington K of C  
Pancake Breakfast
St. Mark, Burlington • 8:30 - 11:30 am

Sponsored by the DeGoesbriand Council 279 Burlington, 
supporting our seminarians and postulation in the diocese. 
Ages 6 to 89, Suggested $7maximum per family $25.

01|18 SATURDAY
Diocesan Mass, VT Rally for Life
St. Augustine, Montpelier • 9:30 am - 12 pm
Join us for Mass at St. Augustine. Following 

Mass Vermont Right to Life will sponsor a prayerful walk to 
the Statehouse with a program to follow inside.

01|21 TUESDAY
Nicholas Black Elk: Oglala of the 
Lakota Sioux, Servant of God
St. Augustine, Montpelier • 7 - 9:00 pm

Cousin of Crazy Horse and subject of the famous book, “Black 
Elk Speaks,” Nicholas Black Elk became a Catholic in 1904. 
As a catechist he is credited with bringing over 400 people 
to the Faith. In 2017, the Vatican authorized his cause for 
canonization. Dr. Damian Costello is a vice-postulator of 

UPCOMING EVENTS

DIOCESE OF BURLINGTON 
CAREERS

Diocese: Finance Officer

Diocese: Respect Life Coordinator

Diocese: Senior Accountant

Diocese: Technical Support Specialist

The Loretto Home, Rutland:  
Residential Care Positions

Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Fair Haven:  
Organist or Keyboardist/Choir Director

St. Joseph Residential Care Home, Burlington: 
LPN

Vermont Catholic Charities: Counselor

For More Info:  
vermontcatholic.org/careers
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Ask your pastor where to find free copies of the latest issue  
of Vermont Catholic Magazine in your parish.

To see more events or to submit your event to the diocesan calendar:  
vermontcatholic.org/events

facebook.com/dioburlington
twitter.com/dioburlington

instagram.com/dioburlington
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