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“...[T]ogether we may offer this world of ours new 
signs of hope and work to ensure that justice and 
solidarity will increase and that a new culture of 
human life will be affirmed, for the building of an 
authentic civilization of truth and love.” 

— Pope St. John Paul II, “Evangelium Vitae” 

During the month of October, the 
Church asks us to reflect more deeply 
on the dignity of every human life. 

Here in Vermont, we grasp at the seasons that 
change and embrace the life that the natural 
environment provides for us; the warmth of 
summer to the respite of winter. We respect the 
seeds that grow into food and embrace the leaves 
that blaze and fall.

Our love for all good things must extend 
to the potential life nestled in the womb of a 
woman, our neighbor. Growing up on Lake 
Champlain surrounded by nature, I marveled at 
potential; what an apple held inside, an acorn, 
a fish egg and the whirling maple seed. Each 
could become something more and mighty — 
with a lineage. 

We, as Catholics, are called to defend and 
protect those who are the most vulnerable from 
the beginning of life to its end. Our vocation 
is to be the salt of the Earth, to be light and to 
share the hope we have in Christ.

Thank you for all your continued efforts protecting 
the lives of the unborn, caring for the sick, the 

imprisoned, the poor, the dying and the elderly. 
In Vermont today, human life and its potential 

for greatness are threatened to the extent of 
enshrining abortion in our constitution by the 
first-ever amendment (Proposal 5). This would 
be tragic. Yet, we are the Church, and Christ 
has always breathed life into the darkness of the 
world and will continue to. We pray that our 
hope in Christ’s resurrection will strengthen us in 
protecting human life.  

This year’s theme for the Respect Life 
Program is “Christ Our Hope: In Every Season 
of Life.” St. Pope John Paul II wrote, “We need 
to bring the Gospel of life to the heart of every 
man and woman and to make it penetrate every 
part of society” (Evangelium Vitae”). We all 
can pray for a culture of life; share your stories 
of hope, be the one who brings the Gospel of 
life to your neighbor and watch as the ripple 
effect of our unity in prayer, action, joy and our 
hope in Christ alter the future of our families, 
communities and Church. 

Prayer and hope will bring Vermont back to 
life, flourishing and full of potential.

Resources and ideas for building a culture 
that cherishes and protects human life can be 
found at respectlife.org. For more information 
and/or support contact me at meisenbarth@
vermontcatholic.org.

— Maggie Eisenbarth is the respect life  
coordinator for the Diocese of Burlington.



10|13 SUNDAY
Columbus Day Buffet Breakfast
St. Rose of Lima, South Hero
7:30 am - 11 am

Our hearty breakfast includes eggs, homemade baked 
beans, homemade corned beef hash, pancakes and french 
toast with Vermont maple syrup. sausage and ham, donuts, 
pastries, and fresh fruit. Adults: $8 Children under 12; $4 
Immediate Family Maximum: $20.

10|13 SUNDAY
St. Anne’s Shrine Annual Harvest 
Dinner
St. Anne’s Shrine, Isle La Motte 
12 - 3 pm

This long standing traditional Thanksgiving style turkey 
dinner includes apple and pumpkin pie for dessert. Join us 
for the last 10:30 am Mass of the 2019 Pilgrimage season 
and then treat your friends, family and yourself to a delicious 
meal. We hope you can make it!

10|13 SUNDAY
St. Isidore Parish Turkey Dinner
St. Isidore, Montgomery Center • 12 pm
Turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, dressing, 

rolls, squash, green beans and cranberry sauce, pie and 
beverage. Proceeds to benefit St. Isidore’s Church. 

10|13 SUNDAY
Celebration in Honor  
of the Canonization  
of Cardinal Newman
Holy Family Parish Hall. Essex Jct. • 4 - 7:30 pm

There will be a celebration including solemn chanted  
vespers, dinner and three presentations on the life and 
thought of Cardinal Newman, who will be canonized on  
Oct. 13. RSVP by Oct. 6 at vermontnewman@gmail.com.

10|07, 14, 21 MONDAYS
7 Themes of Catholic  
Social Teaching
Holy Family Parish Hall, Essex Jct. • 7-8 pm
Often called “the Church’s Best Kept Secret,” 

Catholic Social Teaching is a good and useful guide in living 
the Christian life and truly being a Light to the World. Join 
our discussions on how these ideals can help bring us more 
into a Christ-centered life.

10|11 FRIDAY
Christ the King School  
Open House
Christ the King, Burlington • 8:15 - 10:30 am

The Catholic elementary school in Burlington serves learners 
of all faiths from three years old through eighth grade.  
Space is still available for the 2019-2020 school year.  
RSVP for the open house or schedule a tour by contacting 
admissions@cksvt.org or calling 862-6696. 

10|12 SATURDAY
Padre Pio Devotions
Holy Family, Essex Jct. • 8 - 10 am
Rosary starts at 8am followed by Mass, 

Special Intentions for the intercession of Saint Padre Pio and 
then learning about Padre Pio’s life, ministry and spiritual 
gifts will follow in the parish hall after Mass.

10|12 SATURDAY
Craft and Vendor Sale
St. Amadeus, Alburgh • 9 am - 2 pm
Interested parties must reserve a table in 

advance. Please call Denise Pardee at (802) 796-4776 to 
reserve your spot!

10|12 SATURDAY
Annual Harvest Chicken Dinner
St. Monica-St.Michael School, Barre  • 12 pm
Sponsored by Court St. Monica #1181. Cost: 

adults $12, children under 12 $6.

10|12 SATURDAY
Public Square Rosary Rally
Holy Rosary, Essex Junction • 12 - 1 pm
This rosary campaign is sponsored by Ameri-

ca Needs Fatima and will be one of over 20,000 rallies taking 
place across the country that day. Our nation is in great need 
of public prayer, repentance and conversion. We ask God to 
save America through the Rosary of His Most Holy Mother. 

10|12 SATURDAY
The Celebration of the Last  
Miracle of Our Lady of Fatima
St Mary, Middlebury • 4:30 - 6:30 pm

This is a rare opportunity for parishioners to receive the Rite 
for the Blessing and the Enrollment of the Brown Scapular of 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, as a promise from our Lady, that she 
will give extra protection to whom consecrate one self to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Includes: Rosary, Confession, Weekend Vigil Mass

UPCOMING EVENTS

DIOCESE OF BURLINGTON 
CAREERS

Diocese: Senior Accountant

Diocese: Technical Support Specialist

Holy Family St. Lawrence Parish, Essex Junction: 
Administrative Assistant

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Williston: 
Administrative Assistant

The Loretto Home, Rutland:  
Residential Care Positions

Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Fair Haven:  
Organist or Keyboardist/Choir Director

Our Lady of the Angels Parish, Randolph:  
Administrative Assistant

St. Joseph Residential Care Home, Burlington: 
LPN

For More Info:  
vermontcatholic.org/careers

GOAL: $2,700,987

TOTAL COMMITTED:
$2,085,805
as of September 23, 2019 

77%

100%

The Respect Life Ministries of the 
Diocese of Burlington promotes 
opportunities to reach out, educate, 
influence legislation and join others in 
prayers regarding important pro-life issues

Consider supporting this initiative  
with a gift at bishopsappealvt.org.

10|13 SUNDAY
St.Thomas Church  
Annual Ham Dinner
Seatings will be at 4 and 5:15 pm and service 

will be provided by our 7-9th grade religious education 
students. Take-out meals will be available. Tickets are $12 for 
adults, $6 for children 6 – 12 years, and children 5 and under 
will be the guests of the parish. Tickets are available after all 
Masses, at Wells Corner Market or at the door. 


