Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The “call to discipleship” is a
universal call to love, one that is a
commission to all of the baptized
faithful. Jesus calls each one of us
to discipleship — to live a life that
proclaims Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior by embodying His love and mercy
in our words and actions. We do so, not as individual believers
who stand alone, but as members of the larger community of
faith within the Diocese of Burlington who are nourished at our
local parishes.
I grew up in a strong and active parish. My vocation to serve
the Church as a priest was nourished within that community.
The parish is how most of us experience the Church. These
parishes need to be alive with the faith of true disciples of Jesus
Christ. It is there that we are nourished by word and sacrament,
strengthened by Communion and empowered to go out and
spread the Good News. This requires that the parish be a place
of welcome where the Church’s liturgy is celebrated well, where
people pray together and care for one another as brothers and
sisters. Our parishes need to be places of growth: growth in
holiness, growth in wisdom and growth in faith.
One of the outcomes of the year-long Diocesan Synod was
the strong recommendation by the delegates to prioritize the
fostering of these vibrant parishes within our Diocese. This
work has begun already in a diocesan-wide program called
the “Discipleship Maker Program,” directed by the Catholic
Leadership Institute, a national organization that helps Dioceses
and parishes institute policies and programs to foster Christian
discipleship within parishes.
At the same time, I have been listening to the faithful of
Vermont, and I am working with my staff to develop lay leadership formation programs and engagement opportunities that
already are bearing fruit throughout the Diocese. We are in the
midst of a second cycle of lay ministry and diaconate formation
classes; our new youth discipleship program is designed to keep
young people active in our parishes beyond Confirmation;
the Diocesan Worship Commission is actively seeking ways to
improve liturgy and worship in each parish; and so much more.
Your gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal enables us to create
new programs while sustaining many vital ministries. Will
you please join me in this task of building a vibrant Church in
Vermont and make a donation to help strengthen our parishes
and empower the laity to lead?
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Rev. Christopher J. Coyne
Bishop of Burlington

Ways to Give
Donate Online
vermontcatholic.org/giveonline

Donate By Mail
Download a pledge form at
vermontcatholic.org/waystogive.
Mail your form and donation to:
Roman Catholic Diocese of Burlington
Bishop’s Annual Appeal
55 Joy Drive
South Burlington, VT 05403
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Go Out and Spread
the Good News

Matching Gifts
Does your company have a
Matching Gifts Program?
Check with your HR department.

Go out

For stock gifts or information
about planned gifts contact:
Ellen Kane
Executive Director of Development
802-658-6110 Ext.1226
ekane@vermontcatholic.org
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Go out and spread the good news.

TAX STATEMENT
The Roman Catholic Diocese of Burlington is
a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization,
and all donations received are fully deductible
for tax purposes.

Your Gift at Work
“Every generous act and every perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights; with whom there is
no variation or shadow due to change.” — James 1:17
At the Diocese, we realize each gift received is a gift from
God. We honor His generosity by using these gifts to spread
his Word and strengthen our 69 parishes, 14 schools and
engage our 118,000 Catholics in Vermont, especially those
in need.
Your support helps people like:
“Dan” who said, “I believe God brought me to this Diocese,
to Catholic Charities and to my counselor. I don’t feel like
I’m alone anymore. It has saved my marriage and my family.”
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Evangelization:
Diocesan Lay Formation Program;
Diaconate Formation Program;
Men’s and Women’s Annual Retreat;
Parish Staff Retreats.

Office of Superintendent
supporting 14 schools,
average of 2,000 students.

Emergency aid to 1,949
individuals (1,139
adults and 810 children
or 788 families).
Chancery and diocesan
Counseling services for
operations supporting
240 unique clients;
69 parishes serving
3,300 counseling
118 churches.
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parish, training
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for each parish.

CATHOLIC FORMATION

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
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Financial, facilities
and human resources
ENVIRONMENTS
support for 69 parishes,
Child Safety
more than 400
training program and
VERMONT
facilities and 1,000
background
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CATHOLIC
employees statewide.
4,000 volunteers and
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more
than
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Catholic Leadership
Subsidizes mailing of
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Institute vibrant
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“Matthew,” a participant in the Men’s Conference:
“Seeing so many Catholic men of all ages
gathered together to learn, worship and
fellowship as one body was awe-inspiring.”
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“Amber” who finally found affordable housing after 10
months of being homeless: “I was so afraid that I would not
be able to come up with the deposit needed for my apartment. Thank you for your help. I am now in my own space
and working very hard so that I never have to live on the
streets again.”

Religious Education:
2,500 students; 532 Totus Tuus
summer program attendees.

$340,000 in financial aid
and tuition assistance.
St. Therese Digital Academy
provides Catholic education
to students in Vermont and
throughout the world.

$1.2 million in inkind diocesan support
to operate four assisted
living residences for
one of the highest
Medicaid populations
in Vermont.

Marriage & Family:
268 marriages and 38
couples registered for
Pre Cana classes.
Liturgy & Worship:
47 presentations
and workshops
on a variety of
topics with 1,181
participants.
Youth Ministry:
Retreats and
rallies engaging
more than
1,000 youth
throughout
the state.
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